
Basic Design

PRINCIPLES
Proximity
Alignment
Contrast
Repetition





Proximity
Group related items together1
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Alignment
Find a line an stick with it2



I’m flush left, also
known
as
left aligned.





I’m flush right, also
known

as
right aligned.



The Boston Globe “g” section



New York Times Magazine



I’m justified. You might 
find me in a newspaper,  a 
magazine, or a book, but  
rarely on the web. Make 
sure your lines are long 
enough to avoid awkward 
gaps               between            words. 
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I’m centered.
 If you’re

going to center it,
make 

it
obvious.







PRO TIP
Don’t center anything (by default)

and when you do center
something, 

do it on purpose
and 

make 
it 

obvious! 
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Now, 
an 
exercise!
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Contrast
If it’s not exactly the same, 
make it very different3
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WIMP
if it’s going to be different, for goodness sake make it different.

don’t be a



SIZE
you can’t contrast 12pt with 13pt font.



http://eephusleague.com/magazine/



COLOR
you can’t contrast dark brown with black. srsly.



NYC Wayfinding | Pentagram



PRO TIP
White space is your friend

truly, it is.



http://eephusleague.com/magazine/







Repetition
Pick a visual element & do it 
over and over4



ESPN: The Long, Strange Trip of Dock Ellis



UNITY
be consistent to unify a piece





NY Times, Drought’s Footprint



IDENTITY
do the same thing across multiple pieces to build identity
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actual restaurant menu, no joke

Let’s 
redesign
this.
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